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SOVIET POLICY TOWARD AUSTRIA

n], The Soviet policy in Austris is detsrmined directly by Moscow, and has
been modified severnl times, without, in rany oeses, taking account of the actual

o tustion in the eountry.

2, fThe USSR was very much digappointed with the results of the various
electiong, whieh did not give the Communiat Tarty as mush power as had been counted

Ol

n%, The Soviet High Commission was iivided on the polisy to be followed in
Justria. An economie group headed by (teraral Sheltov and the leading USIA men
favored withdrawing the troops. 4 politieel-military group headed by Gemerel

- Syiridoy advocgted the continued presence of theSeviets in Austria for both stra-
tezic and economie reasons, as follows:
s, The imsecurity of the People’s Democraclies
b, The neutralization of Austric es a result of maintaining the astetus quo
2., The prevention of the absolutc isolation of the Bastern countries, be-
pause the Eastern counmtries would be the lossrs if the Iron Curtain were corpletely

¢losed,
Sviridov's view wen out, and he suecseded in having Sheltov recslled to Hoseow.

"4, @inee the attempted Communis® sutsca, ¥he Russians haw boen afpsid of
giving open support to the Communist Party lest they ¢ause the Western Allies 1o
decide to partition Austria. The partial supoort given wag desglgned primarily to
wndermine the =uthority of the government emd orove its vulnerebility.

"5, The anti-Communist dsclaration 21 the Augtrisn government, wfp.ich wWas
also supported by the people, foreed the JOSR to modify its poliey in Awustria,
F¥or the time being, it has decidsd not tc ‘eave Austria and not to ratify a pesce

yrhsaty.”
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Austria

SOVIET POLICY TOWARD AUSTRIA

"], The Soviet policy in Austria is determined directly by Moscow, and has
been modified several times, without, in mneny cases, taking account of the zactual
situation in the country.

13, The USSR was very much disappoinmted with the results of the varicus
elections, which did not give the Communist Party as much power as had been counted
on.

n3, The Soviet High Commission was divided on the policy to be followed in

Austria. An economic group headed by General Sheltov and the leading USIA men
fayored withdrawing the troops. A political-military group headed by General
Sviridov advocgted the continued presence of theSovists in Austria for both stra-
tegic and economic reasons, as follows:

a. The ingsecurity of the People's Democracies

b. The neutralization of Austria as a result of maintaining the status quo

¢, The prevention of the absolute isolation of the FEastern countries, be-~
cause the Eastern countries would be the lesers if the Iron Curtain were completely

closed,
Sviridov's view won out, and he succeeded in having Sheltov recalled to Moscow,

n4, Since the attempted Communist putseh, The Russlans have been afraid of
- giving open support to the Communist Pariy lest they cause the Western Allies %o
decide to partition Austria. The particl support glven was designed primarily to
undermine the authority of the governmert and prove its vulnerability.

. "5, The anti~Communist declaratior. of the Austrian government, which was
“a\aLso supported by the people, forced the USSR to modify its policy in Austria.
or the time being, it has dec ) tria and nqgt to ratify a peace

Apfeaty.®
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